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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Adopted and proclaimed by General Assembly Resoluti on 217 A (III) of 10 December 1948

On December 10, 1948 the General Assembly of the United Nati ons adopted and proclaimed the Universal 
Declarati on of Human Rights, the full text of which appears in the following pages. Following this historic act 
the Assembly called upon all Member countries to publicize the text of the Declarati on and “to cause it to be 
disseminated, displayed, read and expounded principally in schools and other educati onal insti tuti ons, without 
disti ncti on based on the politi cal status of countries or territories.”

PREAMBLE
Whereas recogniti on of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human 
family is the foundati on of freedom, justi ce and peace in the world, 
Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged the 
conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief 
and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspirati on of the common people, 
Whereas it is essenti al, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against tyranny 
and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of law, 
Whereas it is essenti al to promote the development of friendly relati ons between nati ons, 
Whereas the peoples of the United Nati ons have in the Charter reaffi  rmed their faith in fundamental human rights, 
in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and women and have determined to 
promote social progress and bett er standards of life in larger freedom, 
Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operati on with the United Nati ons, the 
promoti on of universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest importance for the full realizati on 
of this pledge,

Now, therefore, the General Assembly

Proclaims this Universal Declarati on of Human Rights as a common standard of achievement for all peoples 
and all nati ons, to the end that every individual and every organ of society, keeping this Declarati on constantly 
in mind, shall strive by teaching and educati on to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by 
progressive measures, nati onal and internati onal, to secure their universal and eff ecti ve recogniti on and 
observance, both among the peoples of Member States themselves and among the peoples of territories 
under their jurisdicti on. 

Arti cle 1
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.They are endowed with reason and conscience 
and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

Arti cle 2
Everyone is enti tled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declarati on, without disti ncti on of any 
kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, politi cal or other opinion, nati onal or social origin, property, 
birth or other status. Furthermore, no disti ncti on shall be made on the basis of the politi cal, jurisdicti onal or 
internati onal status of the country or territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, 
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non-self-governing or under any other limitati on of sovereignty.

Arti cle 3
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.

Arti cle 4
No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms.

Arti cle 5
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

Arti cle 6
Everyone has the right to recogniti on everywhere as a person before the law.

Arti cle 7
All are equal before the law and are enti tled without any discriminati on to equal protecti on of the law. All 
are enti tled to equal protecti on against any discriminati on in violati on of this Declarati on and against any 
incitement to such discriminati on.

Arti cle 8
Everyone has the right to an eff ecti ve remedy by the competent nati onal tribunals for acts violati ng the 
fundamental rights granted him by the consti tuti on or by law.

Arti cle 9
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detenti on or exile.

Arti cle 10
Everyone is enti tled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and imparti al tribunal, in the 
determinati on of his rights and obligati ons and of any criminal charge against him.

Arti cle 11
(1) Everyone charged with a penal off ence has the right to be presumed innocent unti l proved guilty according 
to law in a public trial at which he has had all the guarantees necessary for his defence.
(2) No one shall be held guilty of any penal off ence on account of any act or omission which did not consti tute 
a penal off ence, under nati onal or internati onal law, at the ti me when it was committ ed. Nor shall a heavier 
penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the ti me the penal off ence was committ ed.

Arti cle 12
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor 
to att acks upon his honour and reputati on. Everyone has the right to the protecti on of the law against such 
interference or att acks.

Arti cle 13
(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each state.
(2) Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his country.

Arti cle 14
(1) Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecuti on.
(2) This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecuti ons genuinely arising from non-politi cal crimes or 
from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nati ons.
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Arti cle 15
(1) Everyone has the right to a nati onality.
(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nati onality nor denied the right to change his nati onality.

Arti cle 16
(1) Men and women of full age, without any limitati on due to race, nati onality or religion, have the right 
to marry and to found a family. They are enti tled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its 
dissoluti on.
(2) Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending spouses.
(3) The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is enti tled to protecti on by society and 
the State.

Arti cle 17
(1) Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in associati on with others.
(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.

Arti cle 18
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change 
his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to 
manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practi ce, worship and observance.

Arti cle 19
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions 
without interference and to seek, receive and impart informati on and ideas through any media and regardless 
of fronti ers.

Arti cle 20
(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and associati on.
(2) No one may be compelled to belong to an associati on.

Arti cle 21
(1) Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through freely chosen 
representati ves.
(2) Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country.
(3) The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be expressed in 
periodic and genuine electi ons which shall be by universal and equal suff rage and shall be held by secret vote 
or by equivalent free voti ng procedures.

Arti cle 22
Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is enti tled to realizati on, through 
nati onal eff ort and internati onal co-operati on and in accordance with the organizati on and resources of each 
State, of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his 
personality.

Arti cle 23
(1) Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable conditi ons of work 
and to protecti on against unemployment.
(2) Everyone, without any discriminati on, has the right to equal pay for equal work.
(3) Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remunerati on ensuring for himself and his family 
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an existence worthy of human dignity, and supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social protecti on.
(4) Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protecti on of his interests.

Arti cle 24
Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitati on of working hours and periodic 
holidays with pay.

Arti cle 25
(1) Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of 
his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services, and the right to 
security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in 
circumstances beyond his control.
(2) Motherhood and childhood are enti tled to special care and assistance. All children, whether born in or out 
of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protecti on.

Arti cle 26
(1) Everyone has the right to educati on. Educati on shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental 
stages. Elementary educati on shall be compulsory. Technical and professional educati on shall be made 
generally available and higher educati on shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit.
(2) Educati on shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of 
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship 
among all nati ons, racial or religious groups, and shall further the acti viti es of the United Nati ons for the 
maintenance of peace.
(3) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of educati on that shall be given to their children.

Arti cle 27
(1) Everyone has the right freely to parti cipate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to 
share in scienti fi c advancement and its benefi ts.
(2) Everyone has the right to the protecti on of the moral and material interests resulti ng from any scienti fi c, 
literary or arti sti c producti on of which he is the author.

Arti cle 28
Everyone is enti tled to a social and internati onal order in which the rights and freedoms set forth in this 
Declarati on can be fully realized.

Arti cle 29
(1) Everyone has duti es to the community in which alone the free and full development of his personality is 
possible.
(2) In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such limitati ons as are 
determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due recogniti on and respect for the rights and freedoms 
of others and of meeti ng the just requirements of morality, public order and the general welfare in a 
democrati c society.
(3) These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of the 
United Nati ons.

Arti cle 30
Nothing in this Declarati on may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any right to engage in 
any acti vity or to perform any act aimed at the destructi on of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein.
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

(Plain language version)

Arti cle 1, Right to equality: 
You are born free and equal in rights to every other human being. You have the ability to think and to tell right 
from wrong.  You should treat others with friendship. 

Arti cle 2, Freedom from discriminati on: 
You have all these human rights no matt er what your race, skin colour, sex, language, religion, opinions, family 
background, social or economic status, birth or nati onality.

Arti cle 3, Right to life, liberty and personal security: 
You have the right to live, to be free and to feel safe. 

Arti cle 4, Freedom from slavery:
 Nobody has the right to treat you as a slave, and you should not make anyone your slave. 

Arti cle 5, Freedom from torture and degrading treatment: 
Nobody has the right to torture, harm or humiliate you. 

Arti cle 6, Right to recogniti on as a person before the law: 
You have a right to be accepted everywhere as a person according to law. 

Arti cle 7, Right to equality before the law: 
You have a right to be protected and treated equally by the law without discriminati on of any kind. 

Arti cle 8, Right to remedy by capable judges: 
If your legal rights are violated, you have the right to fair and capable judges to uphold your rights. 

Arti cle 9, Freedom from arbitrary arrest and exile: 
Nobody has the right to arrest you, put you in prison or to force you out of your country without good reasons.
 
Arti cle 10, Right to fair public hearing: 
If you are accused of a crime, you have the right to a fair and public hearing. 

Arti cle 11, Right to be considered innocent unti l proven guilty: 
1)  You should be considered innocent unti l it can be proved in a fair trial that you are guilty. 
2)  You cannot be punished for doing something that was not considered a crime at the ti me you did it. 

Arti cle 12, Freedom from interference with privacy, family, home and correspondence: 
You have the right to be protected if someone tries to harm your good name or enter your house, open your 
lett ers or email or bother you or your family without good reason. 

Arti cle 13, Right to free movement: 
1)  You have the right to come and go as you wish within your country. 
2)  You have the right to leave your country to go to another one, and you should be able to return to your 
country if you want. 

Arti cle 14, Right to protecti on in another country: 
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1)  If someone threatens to hurt you, you have the right to go to another country and ask for protecti on as a 
refugee. 
2)  You lose this right if you have committ ed a serious crime. 

Arti cle 15, Right to a nati onality and the freedom to change it: 
1)  You have the right to belong to a country and have a nati onality. 
2)  No one can take away your nati onality without a good reason. You have a right to change your nati onality if 
you wish. 

Arti cle 16, Right to marriage and family: 
1)  When you are legally old enough, you have the right to marry and have a family without any limitati ons 
based on your race, country or religion. Both partners have the same rights when they are married and also 
when they are separated.
2)  Nobody should force you to marry. 
3)  The family is the basic unit of society, and government should protect it.

Arti cle 17, Right to own property: 
1)  You have the right to own things. 
2)  Nobody has the right to take these things from you without a good reason 

Arti cle 18, Freedom of thought, conscience and religion: 
You have the right to your own thoughts and to believe in any religion. You are free to practi ce your religion or 
beliefs and also to change them.

Arti cle 19, Freedom of opinion and informati on: 
You have the right to hold and express your own opinions. You should be able to share your opinions with 
others, including people from other countries, through any means of communicati on. 

Arti cle 20, Right to peaceful assembly and associati on: 
1)  You have the right to meet peacefully with other people. 
2)  No one can force you belong to a group.

Arti cle 21, Right to parti cipate in government and electi ons: 
1)  You have the right to parti cipate in your government, either by holding an offi  ce or by electi ng someone to 
represent you. 
2)  You and every one have the right to serve your country.
3)  Governments should be elected regularly by fair and secret voti ng. 

Arti cle 22, Right to social security: 
The society you live in should provide you with social security and the rights necessary for your dignity and 
development.

Arti cle 23, Right to desirable work and to join trade unions: 
1)  You have the right to work, to choose your work and to work in good conditi ons. 
2)  People who do the same work should get the same pay. 
3)  You should be able to earn a salary that allows you to live and support your family. 
4)  All people who work have the right to join together in unions to defend their interests. 

Arti cle 24, Right to rest and leisure: 
You have the right to rest and free ti me. Your workday should not be too long, and you should be able to take 
regular paid holidays. 
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Arti cle 25, Right to adequate living standard: 
1)  You have the right to the things you and your family need for your health and well-being, including food, 
clothing, housing, medical care and other social services. You have a right to help if you are out of work or 
unable to work. 
2)  Mothers and children should receive special care and help.

Arti cle 26, Right to educati on: 
1)  You have the right to go to go to school. Primary schooling should be free and required. You should be able 
to learn a profession or conti nue your studies as far as you can. 
2)  At school, you should be able to develop all your talents and learn to respect others, whatever their race, 
religion or nati onality. 
3)  Your parents should have a say in the kind of educati on you receive. 

Arti cle 27, Right to parti cipate in the cultural life of community:
1)  You have the right to parti cipate in the traditi ons and learning of your community, to enjoy the arts and to 
benefi t from scienti fi c progress. 
2)  If you are an arti st, writer or scienti st, your work should be protected and you should be able to benefi t 
from it. 

Arti cle 28, Right to a social order: 
You have a right to the kind of world where you and all people can enjoy these rights and freedoms. 

Arti cle 29, Responsibiliti es to the community
1)  Your personality can only fully develop within your community, and you have responsibiliti es to that 
community. 
2)  The law should guarantee human rights. It should allow everyone to respect others and to be respected. 
3)  These rights and freedoms should support the purposes and principles of the United Nati ons.

Arti cle 30, Freedom from interference in these human rights: 
No person, group or government anywhere in the world should do anything to destroy these rights.

Source: Compasito - manual on human rights educati on for children (Council of Europe, 2007).
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Arti cle 1 
Right to Equality
 
Arti cle 2 
Freedom from Discriminati on 

Arti cle 3 
Right to Life, Liberty, and Personal Security
 
Arti cle 4 
Freedom from Slavery 

Arti cle 5 
Freedom from Torture and Degrading Treatment

Arti cle 6 
Right to Recogniti on as a Person before the Law 

Arti cle 7 
Right to Equality before the Law

Arti cle 8 
Right to Remedy by Competent Tribunal 

Arti cle 9 
Freedom from Arbitrary Arrest and Exile 

Arti cle 10 
Right to Fair Public Hearing 

Arti cle 11 
Right to be Considered Innocent unti l Proven Guilty 

Arti cle 12 
Freedom from Interference with Privacy, Family, Home and 
Correspondence 

Arti cle 13 
Right to Free Movement in and out of the Country 

Arti cle 14
Right to Asylum in other Countries from Persecuti on

Arti cle 15 
Right to a Nati onality and the Freedom to Change It

Arti cle 16 
Right to Marriage and Family 

Arti cle 17 
Right to Own Property 

Arti cle 18 
Freedom of Belief and Religion 

Arti cle 19 
Freedom of Opinion and Informati on 

Arti cle 20 
Right of Peaceful Assembly and Associati on 

Arti cle 21
Right to Parti cipate in Government and in Free Electi ons 

Arti cle 22
Right to Social Security 

Arti cle 23 
Right to Desirable Work and to Join Trade Unions 

Arti cle 24 
Right to Rest and Leisure

Arti cle 25 
Right to Adequate Living Standard 

Arti cle 26 
Right to Educati on 

Arti cle 27 
Right to Parti cipate in the Cultural Life of Community

Arti cle 28 
Right to a Social Order that Arti culates this Document 

Arti cle 29 
Community Duti es Essenti al to Free and Full Development 

Arti cle 30 
Freedom from State or Personal Interference in the above 
Rights

UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
(Summary)
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INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

PREAMBLE
The States Parti es to the present Covenant, Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed 
in the Charter of the United Nati ons, recogniti on of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable 
rights of all members of the human family is the foundati on of freedom, justi ce and peace in the world,

Recognizing that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the human person,

Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declarati on of Human Rights, the ideal of free human 
beings enjoying freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if conditi ons are created whereby every-
one may enjoy his economic, social and cultural rights, as well as his civil and politi cal rights,

Considering the obligati on of States under the Charter of the United Nati ons to promote universal respect 
for, and observance of, human rights and freedoms,

Realizing that the individual, having duti es to other individuals and to the community to which he belongs, 
is under a responsibility to strive for the promoti on and observance of the rights recognized in the present 
Covenant,

Agree upon the following arti cles:

PART I

Arti cle 1
1. All peoples have the right of self-determinati on. By virtue of that right they freely determine their po-

liti cal status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.

2. All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth and resources without preju-
dice to any obligati ons arising out of internati onal economic co-operati on, based upon the principle of 
mutual benefi t, and internati onal law. In no case may a people be deprived of its own means of subsist-
ence.

3. The States Parti es to the present Covenant, including those having responsibility for the administrati on 
of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories, shall promote the realizati on of the right of self-determina-
ti on, and shall respect that right, in conformity with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nati ons.

PART II

Arti cle 2
1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, individually and through interna-

ti onal assistance and co-operati on, especially economic and technical, to the maximum of its available 
resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realizati on of the rights recognized in the 
present Covenant by all appropriate means, including parti cularly the adopti on of legislati ve measures.

2. The States Parti es to the present Covenant undertake to guarantee that the rights enunciated in the 
present Covenant will be exercised without discriminati on of any kind as to race, colour, sex, language, 
religion, politi cal or other opinion, nati onal or social origin, property, birth or other status.

3. Developing countries, with due regard to human rights and their nati onal economy, may determine 
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to what extent they would guarantee the economic rights recognized in the present Covenant to non-
nati onals.

Arti cle 3
The States Parti es to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the equal right of men and women to the 
enjoyment of all economic, social and cultural rights set forth in the present Covenant.

Arti cle 4
The States Parti es to the present Covenant recognize that, in the enjoyment of those rights provided by the 
State in conformity with the present Covenant, the State may subject such rights only to such limitati ons as 
are determined by law only in so far as this may be compati ble with the nature of these rights and solely 
for the purpose of promoti ng the general welfare in a democrati c society.

Arti cle 5
1. Nothing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any 

right to engage in any acti vity or to perform any act aimed at the destructi on of any of the rights or 
freedoms recognized herein, or at their limitati on to a greater extent than is provided for in the present 
Covenant.

2. No restricti on upon or derogati on from any of the fundamental human rights recognized or existi ng in 
any country in virtue of law, conventi ons, regulati ons or custom shall be admitt ed on the pretext that 
the present Covenant does not recognize such rights or that it recognizes them to a lesser extent.

PART III

Arti cle 6
1. The States Parti es to the present Covenant recognize the right to work, which includes the right of 

everyone to the opportunity to gain his living by work which he freely chooses or accepts, and will take 
appropriate steps to safeguard this right.

2. The steps to be taken by a State Party to the present Covenant to achieve the full realizati on of this 
right shall include technical and vocati onal guidance and training programmes, policies and techniques 
to achieve steady economic, social and cultural development and full and producti ve employment un-
der conditi ons safeguarding fundamental politi cal and economic freedoms to the individual.

Arti cle 7
The States Parti es to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the enjoyment of just and fa-
vourable conditi ons of work which ensure, in parti cular:

(a) Remunerati on which provides all workers, as a minimum, with:
(i) Fair wages and equal remunerati on for work of equal value without disti ncti on of any kind, in 

parti cular women being guaranteed conditi ons of work not inferior to those enjoyed by men, with 
equal pay for equal work;

(ii) A decent living for themselves and their families in accordance with the provisions of the present 
Covenant;

(b) Safe and healthy working conditi ons;
(c) Equal opportunity for everyone to be promoted in his employment to an appropriate higher level, sub-

ject to no considerati ons other than those of seniority and competence;
(d) Rest, leisure and reasonable limitati on of working hours and periodic holidays with pay, as well as re-

munerati on for public holidays
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Arti cle 8
1. The States Parti es to the present Covenant undertake to ensure:

(a) The right of everyone to form trade unions and join the trade union of his choice, subject only to 
the rules of the organizati on concerned, for the promoti on and protecti on of his economic and so-
cial interests. No restricti ons may be placed on the exercise of this right other than those prescribed 
by law and which are necessary in a democrati c society in the interests of nati onal security or public 
order or for the protecti on of the rights and freedoms of others;

(b) The right of trade unions to establish nati onal federati ons or confederati ons and the right of the lat-
ter to form or join internati onal trade-union organizati ons;

(c) The right of trade unions to functi on freely subject to no limitati ons other than those prescribed by 
law and which are necessary in a democrati c society in the interests of nati onal security or public 
order or for the protecti on of the rights and freedoms of others;

(d) The right to strike, provided that it is exercised in conformity with the laws of the parti cular country.
2. This arti cle shall not prevent the impositi on of lawful restricti ons on the exercise of these rights by 

members of the armed forces or of the police or of the administrati on of the State.
3. Nothing in this arti cle shall authorize States Parti es to the Internati onal Labour Organisati on Conventi on 

of 1948 concerning Freedom of Associati on and Protecti on of the Right to Organize to take legislati ve 
measures which would prejudice, or apply the law in such a manner as would prejudice, the guarantees 
provided for in that Conventi on.

Arti cle 9
The States Parti es to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to social security, including social 
insurance.

Arti cle 10
The States Parti es to the present Covenant recognize that:

1. The widest possible protecti on and assistance should be accorded to the family, which is the natural 
and fundamental group unit of society, parti cularly for its establishment and while it is responsible for 
the care and educati on of dependent children. Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of 
the intending spouses.

2. Special protecti on should be accorded to mothers during a reasonable period before and aft er child-
birth. During such period working mothers should be accorded paid leave or leave with adequate social 
security benefi ts.

3. Special measures of protecti on and assistance should be taken on behalf of all children and young 
persons without any discriminati on for reasons of parentage or other conditi ons. Children and young 
persons should be protected from economic and social exploitati on. Their employment in work harmful 
to their morals or health or dangerous to life or likely to hamper their normal development should be 
punishable by law. States should also set age limits below which the paid employment of child labour 
should be prohibited and punishable by law.

Arti cle 11
1. The States Parti es to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate standard of 

living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the conti nuous 
improvement of living conditi ons. The States Parti es will take appropriate steps to ensure the realiza-
ti on of this right, recognizing to this eff ect the essenti al importance of internati onal co-operati on based 
on free consent.

2. The States Parti es to the present Covenant, recognizing the fundamental right of everyone to be free 
from hunger, shall take, individually and through internati onal co-operati on, the measures, including 
specifi c programmes, which are needed:
(a) To improve methods of producti on, conservati on and distributi on of food by making full use of 
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technical and scienti fi c knowledge, by disseminati ng knowledge of the principles of nutriti on and 
by developing or reforming agrarian systems in such a way as to achieve the most effi  cient develop-
ment and uti lizati on of natural resources;

(b) Taking into account the problems of both food-importi ng and food-exporti ng countries, to ensure 
an equitable distributi on of world food supplies in relati on to need.

Arti cle 12
1. The States Parti es to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the high-

est att ainable standard of physical and mental health.
2. The steps to be taken by the States Parti es to the present Covenant to achieve the full realizati on of this 

right shall include those necessary for:
(a) The provision for the reducti on of the sti llbirth-rate and of infant mortality and for the healthy de-

velopment of the child;
(b) The improvement of all aspects of environmental and industrial hygiene;
(c) The preventi on, treatment and control of epidemic, endemic, occupati onal and other diseases;
(d) The creati on of conditi ons which would assure to all medical service and medical att enti on in the 

event of sickness.

Arti cle 13
1. The States Parti es to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to educati on. They agree 

that educati on shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and the sense of its 
dignity, and shall strengthen the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. They further 
agree that educati on shall enable all persons to parti cipate eff ecti vely in a free society, promote un-
derstanding, tolerance and friendship among all nati ons and all racial, ethnic or religious groups, and 
further the acti viti es of the United Nati ons for the maintenance of peace.

2. The States Parti es to the present Covenant recognize that, with a view to achieving the full realizati on 
of this right:
(a) Primary educati on shall be compulsory and available free to all;
(b) Secondary educati on in its diff erent forms, including technical and vocati onal secondary educati on, 

shall be made generally available and accessible to all by every appropriate means, and in parti cular 
by the progressive introducti on of free educati on;

(c) Higher educati on shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by every appropri-
ate means, and in parti cular by the progressive introducti on of free educati on;

(d) Fundamental educati on shall be encouraged or intensifi ed as far as possible for those persons who 
have not received or completed the whole period of their primary educati on;

(e) The development of a system of schools at all levels shall be acti vely pursued, an adequate fellow-
ship system shall be established, and the material conditi ons of teaching staff  shall be conti nuously 
improved.

3. The States Parti es to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of parents and, 
when applicable, legal guardians to choose for their children schools, other than those established by 
the public authoriti es, which conform to such minimum educati onal standards as may be laid down or 
approved by the State and to ensure the religious and moral educati on of their children in conformity 
with their own convicti ons.

4. No part of this arti cle shall be construed so as to interfere with the liberty of individuals and bodies 
to establish and direct educati onal insti tuti ons, subject always to the observance of the principles set 
forth in paragraph I of this arti cle and to the requirement that the educati on given in such insti tuti ons 
shall conform to such minimum standards as may be laid down by the State.
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Arti cle 14
Each State Party to the present Covenant which, at the ti me of becoming a Party, has not been able to secure 
in its metropolitan territory or other territories under its jurisdicti on compulsory primary educati on, free of 
charge, undertakes, within two years, to work out and adopt a detailed plan of acti on for the progressive 
implementati on, within a reasonable number of years, to be fi xed in the plan, of the principle of compulsory 
educati on free of charge for all.

Arti cle 15
1. The States Parti es to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone:

(a) To take part in cultural life;
(b) To enjoy the benefi ts of scienti fi c progress and its applicati ons;
(c) To benefi t from the protecti on of the moral and material interests resulti ng from any scienti fi c, liter-

ary or arti sti c producti on of which he is the author.
2. The steps to be taken by the States Parti es to the present Covenant to achieve the full realizati on of this 

right shall include those necessary for the conservati on, the development and the diff usion of science 
and culture.

3. The States Parti es to the present Covenant undertake to respect the freedom indispensable for scien-
ti fi c research and creati ve acti vity.

4. The States Parti es to the present Covenant recognize the benefi ts to be derived from the encourage-
ment and development of internati onal contacts and co-operati on in the scienti fi c and cultural fi elds.

PART IV

Arti cle 16
1. The States Parti es to the present Covenant undertake to submit in conformity with this part of the 

Covenant reports on the measures which they have adopted and the progress made in achieving the 
observance of the rights recognized herein.

2.   (a) All reports shall be submitt ed to the Secretary-General of the United Nati ons, who shall transmit 
copies to the Economic and Social Council for considerati on in accordance with the provisions of 
the present Covenant;

(b) The Secretary-General of the United Nati ons shall also transmit to the specialized agencies copies 
of the reports, or any relevant parts therefrom, from States Parti es to the present Covenant which 
are also members of these specialized agencies in so far as these reports, or parts therefrom, relate 
to any matt ers which fall within the responsibiliti es of the said agencies in accordance with their 
consti tuti onal instruments.

Arti cle 17
1. The States Parti es to the present Covenant shall furnish their reports in stages, in accordance with a 

programme to be established by the Economic and Social Council within one year of the entry into 
force of the present Covenant aft er consultati on with the States Parti es and the specialized agencies 
concerned.

2. Reports may indicate factors and diffi  culti es aff ecti ng the degree of fulfi lment of obligati ons under the 
present Covenant.

3. Where relevant informati on has previously been furnished to the United Nati ons or to any specialized 
agency by any State Party to the present Covenant, it will not be necessary to reproduce that informa-
ti on, but a precise reference to the informati on so furnished will suffi  ce.

Arti cle 18
Pursuant to its responsibiliti es under the Charter of the United Nati ons in the fi eld of human rights and fun-
damental freedoms, the Economic and Social Council may make arrangements with the specialized agencies 
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in respect of their reporti ng to it on the progress made in achieving the observance of the provisions of the 
present Covenant falling within the scope of their acti viti es. These reports may include parti culars of decisions 
and recommendati ons on such implementati on adopted by their competent organs.

Arti cle 19
The Economic and Social Council may transmit to the Commission on Human Rights for study and general rec-
ommendati on or, as appropriate, for informati on the reports concerning human rights submitt ed by States in 
accordance with arti cles 16 and 17, and those concerning human rights submitt ed by the specialized agencies 
in accordance with arti cle 18.

Arti cle 20
The States Parti es to the present Covenant and the specialized agencies concerned may submit comments to 
the Economic and Social Council on any general recommendati on under arti cle 19 or reference to such general 
recommendati on in any report of the Commission on Human Rights or any documentati on referred to therein.

Arti cle 21
The Economic and Social Council may submit from ti me to ti me to the General Assembly reports with recom-
mendati ons of a general nature and a summary of the informati on received from the States Parti es to the 
present Covenant and the specialized agencies on the measures taken and the progress made in achieving 
general observance of the rights recognized in the present Covenant.

Arti cle 22
The Economic and Social Council may bring to the att enti on of other organs of the United Nati ons, their sub-
sidiary organs and specialized agencies concerned with furnishing technical assistance any matt ers arising out 
of the reports referred to in this part of the present Covenant which may assist such bodies in deciding, each 
within its fi eld of competence, on the advisability of internati onal measures likely to contribute to the eff ecti ve 
progressive implementati on of the present Covenant.

Arti cle 23
The States Parti es to the present Covenant agree that internati onal acti on for the achievement of the rights 
recognized in the present Covenant includes such methods as the conclusion of conventi ons, the adopti on 
of recommendati ons, the furnishing of technical assistance and the holding of regional meeti ngs and techni-
cal meeti ngs for the purpose of consultati on and study organized in conjuncti on with the Governments con-
cerned.

Arti cle 24
Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the provisions of the Charter of the United 
Nati ons and of the consti tuti ons of the specialized agencies which defi ne the respecti ve responsibiliti es of the 
various organs of the United Nati ons and of the specialized agencies in regard to the matt ers dealt with in the 
present Covenant.

Arti cle 25
Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the inherent right of all peoples to enjoy and 
uti lize fully and freely their natural wealth and resources.

PART V

Arti cle 26
1. The present Covenant is open for signature by any State Member of the United Nati ons or member of 

any of its specialized agencies, by any State Party to the Statute of the Internati onal Court of Justi ce, 
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and by any other State which has been invited by the General Assembly of the United Nati ons to be-
come a party to the present Covenant.

2. The present Covenant is subject to rati fi cati on. Instruments of rati fi cati on shall be deposited with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nati ons.

3. The present Covenant shall be open to accession by any State referred to in paragraph 1 of this arti cle.
4. Accession shall be eff ected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the Secretary-General of 

the United Nati ons.
5. The Secretary-General of the United Nati ons shall inform all States which have signed the present Cov-

enant or acceded to it of the deposit of each instrument of rati fi cati on or accession.

Arti cle 27
1. The present Covenant shall enter into force three months aft er the date of the deposit with the Secre-

tary-General of the United Nati ons of the thirty-fi ft h instrument of rati fi cati on or instrument of acces-
sion.

2. For each State rati fying the present Covenant or acceding to it aft er the deposit of the thirty-fi ft h 
instrument of rati fi cati on or instrument of accession, the present Covenant shall enter into force three 
months aft er the date of the deposit of its own instrument of rati fi cati on or instrument of accession.

Arti cle 28
The provisions of the present Covenant shall extend to all parts of federal States without any limitati ons or 
excepti ons.

Arti cle 29
1. Any State Party to the present Covenant may propose an amendment and fi le it with the Secretary-

General of the United Nati ons. The Secretary-General shall thereupon communicate any proposed 
amendments to the States Parti es to the present Covenant with a request that they noti fy him whether 
they favour a conference of States Parti es for the purpose of considering and voti ng upon the propos-
als. In the event that at least one third of the States Parti es favours such a conference, the Secretary-
General shall convene the conference under the auspices of the United Nati ons. Any amendment 
adopted by a majority of the States Parti es present and voti ng at the conference shall be submitt ed to 
the General Assembly of the United Nati ons for approval.

2. Amendments shall come into force when they have been approved by the General Assembly of the 
United Nati ons and accepted by a two-thirds majority of the States Parti es to the present Covenant in 
accordance with their respecti ve consti tuti onal processes.

3. When amendments come into force they shall be binding on those States Parti es which have accepted 
them, other States Parti es sti ll being bound by the provisions of the present Covenant and any earlier 
amendment which they have accepted.

Arti cle 30
Irrespecti ve of the noti fi cati ons made under arti cle 26, paragraph 5, the Secretary-General of the United Na-
ti ons shall inform all States referred to in paragraph I of the same arti cle of the following parti culars:

(a) Signatures, rati fi cati ons and accessions under arti cle 26;
(b) The date of the entry into force of the present Covenant under arti cle 27 and the date of the entry 

into force of any amendments under arti cle 29.

Arti cle 31
1. The present Covenant, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally 

authenti c, shall be deposited in the archives of the United Nati ons.
2. The Secretary-General of the United Nati ons shall transmit certi fi ed copies of the present Covenant to 

all States referred to in arti cle 26.
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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

 
The States Parti es to this Conventi on,

Considering that the Charter of the United Nati ons is based on the principles of the dignity and equality inher-
ent in all human beings, and that all Member States have pledged themselves to take joint and separate acti on, 
in co-operati on with the Organizati on, for the achievement of one of the purposes of the United Nati ons which 
is to promote and encourage universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
for all, without disti ncti on as to race, sex, language or religion,

Considering that the Universal Declarati on of Human Rights proclaims that all human beings are born free and 
equal in dignity and rights and that everyone is enti tled to all the rights and freedoms set out therein, without 
disti ncti on of any kind, in parti cular as to race, colour or nati onal origin,

Considering that all human beings are equal before the law and are enti tled to equal protecti on of the law 
against any discriminati on and against any incitement to discriminati on,

Considering that the United Nati ons has condemned colonialism and all practi ces of segregati on and discrimi-
nati on associated therewith, in whatever form and wherever they exist, and that the Declarati on on the Grant-
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples of 14 December 1960 (General Assembly resoluti on 
1514 (XV)) has affi  rmed and solemnly proclaimed the necessity of bringing them to a speedy and unconditi onal 
end,

Considering that the United Nati ons Declarati on on the Eliminati on of All Forms of Racial Discriminati on of 20 
November 1963 (General Assembly resoluti on 1904 (XVIII)) solemnly affi  rms the necessity of speedily eliminat-
ing racial discriminati on throughout the world in all its forms and manifestati ons and of securing understand-
ing of and respect for the dignity of the human person,

Convinced that any doctrine of superiority based on racial diff erenti ati on is scienti fi cally false, morally condem-
nable, socially unjust and dangerous, and that there is no justi fi cati on for racial discriminati on, in theory or in 
practi ce, anywhere,

Reaffi  rming that discriminati on between human beings on the grounds of race, colour or ethnic origin is an ob-
stacle to friendly and peaceful relati ons among nati ons and is capable of disturbing peace and security among 
peoples and the harmony of persons living side by side even within one and the same State,

Convinced that the existence of racial barriers is repugnant to the ideals of any human society,

Alarmed by manifestati ons of racial discriminati on sti ll in evidence in some areas of the world and by govern-
mental policies based on racial superiority or hatred, such as policies of apartheid, segregati on or separati on,

Resolved to adopt all necessary measures for speedily eliminati ng racial discriminati on in all its forms and 
manifestati ons, and to prevent and combat racist doctrines and practi ces in order to promote understanding 
between races and to build an internati onal community free from all forms of racial segregati on and racial 
discriminati on,

Bearing in mind the Conventi on concerning Discriminati on in respect of Employment and Occupati on adopted 
by the Internati onal Labour Organisati on in 1958, and the Conventi on against Discriminati on in Educati on 
adopted by the United Nati ons Educati onal, Scienti fi c and Cultural Organizati on in 1960,



ANNEX 1: HUMAN RIGHTS DOCUMENTS 115

Desiring to implement the principles embodied in the United Nati ons Declarati on on the Eliminati on of Al l 
Forms of Racial Discriminati on and to secure the earliest adopti on of practi cal measures to that end,

Have agreed as follows:

PART I

Arti cle I
In this Conventi on, the term “racial discriminati on” shall mean any disti ncti on, exclusion, restricti on or 1. 
preference based on race, colour, descent, or nati onal or ethnic origin which has the purpose or eff ect 
of nullifying or impairing the recogniti on, enjoyment or exercise, on an equal footi ng, of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms in the politi cal, economic, social, cultural or any other fi eld of public life.
This Conventi on shall not apply to disti ncti ons, exclusions, restricti ons or preferences made by a State 2. 
Party to this Conventi on between citi zens and non-citi zens.
Nothing in this Conventi on may be interpreted as aff ecti ng in any way the legal provisions of States Par-3. 
ti es concerning nati onality, citi zenship or naturalizati on, provided that such provisions do not discrimi-
nate against any parti cular nati onality.
Special measures taken for the sole purpose of securing adequate advancement of certain racial or eth-4. 
nic groups or individuals requiring such protecti on as may be necessary in order to ensure such groups 
or individuals equal enjoyment or exercise of human rights and fundamental freedoms shall not be 
deemed racial discriminati on, provided, however, that such measures do not, as a consequence, lead to 
the maintenance of separate rights for diff erent racial groups and that they shall not be conti nued aft er 
the objecti ves for which they were taken have been achieved.

Arti cle 2
1. States Parti es condemn racial discriminati on and undertake to pursue by all appropriate means and 

without delay a policy of eliminati ng racial discriminati on in all its forms and promoti ng understanding 
among all races, and, to this end:
(a) Each State Party undertakes to engage in no act or practi ce of racial discriminati on against persons, 

groups of persons or insti tuti ons and to en sure that all public authoriti es and public insti tuti ons, 
nati onal and local, shall act in conformity with this obligati on;

(b) Each State Party undertakes not to sponsor, defend or support racial discriminati on by any persons 
or organizati ons;

(c) Each State Party shall take eff ecti ve measures to review governmental, nati onal and local policies, 
and to amend, rescind or nullify any laws and regulati ons which have the eff ect of creati ng or per-
petuati ng racial discriminati on wherever it exists;

(d) Each State Party shall prohibit and bring to an end, by all appropriate means, including legislati on as 
required by circumstances, racial discriminati on by any persons, group or organizati on;

(e) Each State Party undertakes to encourage, where appropriate, integrati onist multi racial organiza-
ti ons and movements and other means of eliminati ng barriers between races, and to discourage 
anything which tends to strengthen racial division.

2. States Parti es shall, when the circumstances so warrant, take, in the social, economic, cultural and oth-
er fi elds, special and concrete measures to ensure the adequate development and protecti on of certain 
racial groups or individuals belonging to them, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the full and equal 
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms. These measures shall in no case entail as a con-
sequence the maintenance of unequal or separate rights for diff erent racial groups aft er the objecti ves 
for which they were taken have been achieved.
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Arti cle 3
States Parti es parti cularly condemn racial segregati on and apartheid and undertake to prevent, prohibit and 
eradicate all practi ces of this nature in territories under their jurisdicti on.

Arti cle 4
States Parti es condemn all propaganda and all organizati ons which are based on ideas or theories of superior-
ity of one race or group of persons of one colour or ethnic origin, or which att empt to justi fy or promote racial 
hatred and discriminati on in any form, and undertake to adopt immediate and positi ve measures designed to 
eradicate all incitement to, or acts of, such discriminati on and, to this end, with due regard to the principles 
embodied in the Universal Declarati on of Human Rights and the rights expressly set forth in arti cle 5 of this 
Conventi on, inter alia:

(a) Shall declare an off ence punishable by law all disseminati on of ideas based on racial superiority or ha-
tred, incitement to racial discriminati on, as well as all acts of violence or incitement to such acts against 
any race or group of persons of another colour or ethnic origin, and also the provision of any assistance 
to racist acti viti es, including the fi nancing thereof;

(b) Shall declare illegal and prohibit organizati ons, and also organized and all other propaganda acti viti es, 
which promote and incite racial discriminati on, and shall recognize parti cipati on in such organizati ons 
or acti viti es as an off ence punishable by law;

(c) Shall not permit public authoriti es or public insti tuti ons, nati onal or local, to promote or incite racial 
discriminati on.

Arti cle 5
In compliance with the fundamental obligati ons laid down in arti cle 2 of this Conventi on, States Parti es under-
take to prohibit and to eliminate racial discriminati on in all its forms and to guarantee the right of everyone, 
without disti ncti on as to race, colour, or nati onal or ethnic origin, to equality before the law, notably in the 
enjoyment of the following rights:

(a) The right to equal treatment before the tribunals and all other organs administering justi ce;
(b) The right to security of person and protecti on by the State against violence or bodily harm, whether 

infl icted by government offi  cials or by any individual group or insti tuti on;
(c) Politi cal rights, in parti cular the right to parti cipate in electi ons-to vote and to stand for electi on-on the 

basis of universal and equal suff rage, to take part in the Government as well as in the conduct of public 
aff airs at any level and to have equal access to public service;

(d) Other civil rights, in parti cular:
(i) The right to freedom of movement and residence within the border of the State;
(ii) The right to leave any country, including one’s own, and to return to one’s country;
(iii) The right to nati onality;
(iv) The right to marriage and choice of spouse;
(v) The right to own property alone as well as in associati on with others;
(vi) The right to inherit;
(vii) The right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion;
(viii) The right to freedom of opinion and expression;
(ix) The right to freedom of peaceful assembly and associati on;

(e) Economic, social and cultural rights, in parti cular:
(i) The rights to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable conditi ons of work, to pro-

tecti on against unemployment, to equal pay for equal work, to just and favourable remunerati on;
(ii) The right to form and join trade unions;
(iii) The right to housing;
(iv) The right to public health, medical care, social security and social services;
(v) The right to educati on and training; (vi) The right to equal parti cipati on in cultural acti viti es;
(f) The right of access to any place or service intended for use by the general public, such as
        transport, hotels, restaurants, cafés, theatres and parks.
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Arti cle 6
States Parti es shall assure to everyone within their jurisdicti on eff ecti ve protecti on and remedies, through the 
competent nati onal tribunals and other State insti tuti ons, against any acts of racial discriminati on which violate 
his human rights and fundamental freedoms contrary to this Conventi on, as well as the right to seek from such 
tribunals just and adequate reparati on or sati sfacti on for any damage suff ered as a result of such discrimina-
ti on.

Arti cle 7
States Parti es undertake to adopt immediate and eff ecti ve measures, parti cularly in the fi elds of teaching, edu-
cati on, culture and informati on, with a view to combati ng prejudices which lead to racial discriminati on and 
to promoti ng understanding, tolerance and friendship among nati ons and racial or ethnical groups, as well as 
to propagati ng the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nati ons, the Universal Declarati on of 
Human Rights, the United Nati ons Declarati on on the Eliminati on of All Forms of Racial Discriminati on, and this 
Conventi on.

PART II

Arti cle 8
There shall be established a Committ ee on the Eliminati on of Racial Discriminati on (hereinaft er referred 1. 
to as the Committ ee) consisti ng of eighteen experts of high moral standing and acknowledged impar-
ti ality elected by States Parti es from among their nati onals, who shall serve in their personal capacity, 
considerati on being given to equitable geographical distributi on and to the representati on of the diff er-
ent forms of civilizati on as well as of the principal legal systems.
The members of the Committ ee shall be elected by secret ballot from a list of persons nominated by 2. 
the States Parti es. Each State Party may nominate one person from among its own nati onals.
The initi al electi on shall be held six months aft er the date of the entry into force of this Conventi on. At 3. 
least three months before the date of each electi on the Secretary-General of the United Nati ons shall 
address a lett er to the States Parti es inviti ng them to submit their nominati ons within two months. The 
Secretary-General shall prepare a list in alphabeti cal order of all persons thus nominated, indicati ng the 
States Parti es which have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parti es.
Electi ons of the members of the Committ ee shall be held at a meeti ng of States Parti es convened by 4. 
the Secretary-General at United Nati ons Headquarters. At that meeti ng, for which two thirds of the 
States Parti es shall consti tute a quorum, the persons elected to the Committ ee shall be nominees who 
obtain the largest number of votes and an absolute majority of the votes of the representati ves of 
States Parti es present and voti ng.

5.   (a) The members of the Committ ee shall be elected for a term of four years. However, the terms of 
nine of the members elected at the fi rst electi on shall expire at the end of two years; immediately 
aft er the fi rst electi on the names of these nine members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman of 
the Committ ee;

(b) For the fi lling of casual vacancies, the State Party whose expert has ceased to functi on as a member 
of the Committ ee shall appoint another expert from among its nati onals, subject to the approval of 
the Committ ee.

6. States Parti es shall be responsible for the expenses of the members of the Committ ee while they are in 
performance of Committ ee duti es.

Arti cle 9
1. States Parti es undertake to submit to the Secretary-General of the United Nati ons, for considerati on by 

the Committ ee, a report on the legislati ve, judicial, administrati ve or other measures which they have 
adopted and which give eff ect to the provisions of this Conventi on:
(a) within one year aft er the entry into force of the Conventi on for the State concerned; and
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(b) thereaft er every two years and whenever the Committ ee so requests. The Committ ee may request 
further informati on from the States Parti es.

2. The Committ ee shall report annually, through the Secretary General, to the General Assembly of the 
United Nati ons on its acti viti es and may make suggesti ons and general recommendati ons based on the 
examinati on of the reports and informati on received from the States Parti es. Such suggesti ons and gen-
eral recommendati ons shall be reported to the General Assembly together with comments, if any, from 
States Parti es.

Arti cle 10
The Committ ee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.1. 
The Committ ee shall elect its offi  cers for a term of two years.2. 
The secretariat of the Committ ee shall be provided by the Secretary General of the United Nati ons.3. 
The meeti ngs of the Committ ee shall normally be held at United Nati ons Headquarters.4. 

Arti cle 11
If a State Party considers that another State Party is not giving eff ect to the provisions of this Conven-1. 
ti on, it may bring the matt er to the att enti on of the Committ ee. The Committ ee shall then transmit the 
communicati on to the State Party concerned. Within three months, the receiving State shall submit to 
the Committ ee writt en explanati ons or statements clarifying the matt er and the remedy, if any, that 
may have been taken by that State.
If the matt er is not adjusted to the sati sfacti on of both parti es, either by bilateral negoti ati ons or by any 2. 
other procedure open to them, within six months aft er the receipt by the receiving State of the initi al 
communicati on, either State shall have the right to refer the matt er again to the Committ ee by noti fy-
ing the Committ ee and also the other State.
The Committ ee shall deal with a matt er referred to it in accordance with paragraph 2 of this arti cle 3. 
aft er it has ascertained that all available domesti c remedies have been invoked and exhausted in the 
case, in conformity with the generally recognized principles of internati onal law. This shall not be the 
rule where the applicati on of the remedies is unreasonably prolonged.
In any matt er referred to it, the Committ ee may call upon the States Parti es concerned to supply any 4. 
other relevant informati on.
When any matt er arising out of this arti cle is being considered by the Committ ee, the States Parti es 5. 
concerned shall be enti tled to send a representati ve to take part in the proceedings of the Committ ee, 
without voti ng rights, while the matt er is under considerati on.

Arti cle 12
1.   (a) Aft er the Committ ee has obtained and collated all the informati on it deems necessary, the Chair-

man shall appoint an ad hoc Conciliati on Commission (hereinaft er referred to as the Commission) 
comprising fi ve persons who may or may not be members of the Committ ee. The members of the 
Commission shall be appointed with the unanimous consent of the parti es to the dispute, and its 
good offi  ces shall be made available to the States concerned with a view to an amicable soluti on of 
the matt er on the basis of respect for this Conventi on;

(b) If the States Parti es to the dispute fail to reach agreement within three months on all or part of the 
compositi on of the Commission, the members of the Commission not agreed upon by the States 
parti es to the dispute shall be elected by secret ballot by a two-thirds majority vote of the Commit-
tee from among its own members.

2. The members of the Commission shall serve in their personal capacity. They shall not be nati onals of 
the States parti es to the dispute or of a State not Party to this Conventi on.

3. The Commission shall elect its own Chairman and adopt its own rules of procedure.
4. The meeti ngs of the Commission shall normally be held at United Nati ons Headquarters or at any other 

convenient place as determined by the Commission.
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5. The secretariat provided in accordance with arti cle 10, paragraph 3, of this Conventi on shall also service 
the Commission whenever a dispute among States Parti es brings the Commission into being.

6. The States parti es to the dispute shall share equally all the expenses of the members of the Commission 
in accordance with esti mates to be provided by the Secretary-General of the United Nati ons.

7. The Secretary-General shall be empowered to pay the expenses of the members of the Commission, if 
necessary, before reimbursement by the States parti es to the dispute in accordance with paragraph 6 
of this arti cle.

8. The informati on obtained and collated by the Committ ee shall be made available to the Commission, 
and the Commission may call upon the States concerned to supply any other relevant informati on.

Arti cle 13
When the Commission has fully considered the matt er, it shall prepare and submit to the Chairman of 1. 
the Committ ee a report embodying its fi ndings on all questi ons of fact relevant to the issue between 
the parti es and containing such recommendati ons as it may think proper for the amicable soluti on of 
the dispute.
The Chairman of the Committ ee shall communicate the report of the Commission to each of the States 2. 
parti es to the dispute. These States shall, within three months, inform the Chairman of the Committ ee 
whether or not they accept the recommendati ons contained in the report of the Commission.
Aft er the period provided for in paragraph 2 of this arti cle, the Chairman of the Committ ee shall com-3. 
municate the report of the Commission and the declarati ons of the States Parti es concerned to the 
other States Parti es to this Conventi on.

Arti cle 14
A State Party may at any ti me declare that it recognizes the competence of the Committ ee to receive 1. 
and consider communicati ons from individuals or groups of individuals within its jurisdicti on claiming 
to be victi ms of a violati on by that State Party of any of the rights set forth in this Conventi on. No com-
municati on shall be received by the Committ ee if it concerns a State Party which has not made such a 
declarati on.
Any State Party which makes a declarati on as provided for in paragraph I of this arti cle may establish 2. 
or indicate a body within its nati onal legal order which shall be competent to receive and consider 
peti ti ons from individuals and groups of individuals within its jurisdicti on who claim to be victi ms of a 
violati on of any of the rights set forth in this Conventi on and who have exhausted other available local 
remedies.
A declarati on made in accordance with paragraph 1 of this arti cle and the name of any body estab-3. 
lished or indicated in accordance with paragraph 2 of this arti cle shall be deposited by the State Party 
concerned with the Secretary-General of the United Nati ons, who shall transmit copies thereof to the 
other States Parti es. A declarati on may be withdrawn at any ti me by noti fi cati on to the Secretary-Gen-
eral, but such a withdrawal shall not aff ect communicati ons pending before the Committ ee.
A register of peti ti ons shall be kept by the body established or indicated in accordance with paragraph 4. 
2 of this arti cle, and certi fi ed copies of the register shall be fi led annually through appropriate channels 
with the Secretary-General on the understanding that the contents shall not be publicly disclosed.
In the event of failure to obtain sati sfacti on from the body established or indicated in accordance with 5. 
paragraph 2 of this arti cle, the peti ti oner shall have the right to communicate the matt er to the Com-
mitt ee within six months.

6.   (a)  The Committ ee shall confi denti ally bring any communicati on referred to it to the att enti on of the 
State Party alleged to be violati ng any provision of this Conventi on, but the identi ty of the individual 
or groups of individuals concerned shall not be revealed without his or their express consent. The 
Committ ee shall not receive anonymous communicati ons;
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(b) Within three months, the receiving State shall submit to the Committ ee writt en explanati ons or 
statements clarifying the matt er and the remedy, if any, that may have been taken by that State.

7.    (a)  The Committ ee shall consider communicati ons in the light of all informati on made available to it 
by the State Party concerned and by the peti ti oner. The Committ ee shall not consider any commu-
nicati on from a peti ti oner unless it has ascertained that the peti ti oner has exhausted all available 
domesti c remedies. However, this shall not be the rule where the applicati on of the remedies is 
unreasonably prolonged;

(b) The Committ ee shall forward its suggesti ons and recommendati ons, if any, to the State Party con-
cerned and to the peti ti oner.

8. The Committ ee shall include in its annual report a summary of such communicati ons and, where appro-
priate, a summary of the explanati ons and statements of the States Parti es concerned and of its own 
suggesti ons and recommendati ons.

9. The Committ ee shall be competent to exercise the functi ons provided for in this arti cle only when at 
least ten States Parti es to this Conventi on are bound by declarati ons in accordance with paragraph I of 
this arti cle.

Arti cle 15
1. Pending the achievement of the objecti ves of the Declarati on on the Granti ng of Independence to Colo-

nial Countries and Peoples, contained in General Assembly resoluti on 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
the provisions of this Conventi on shall in no way limit the right of peti ti on granted to these peoples by 
other internati onal instruments or by the United Nati ons and its specialized agencies.

2.   (a) The Committ ee established under arti cle 8, paragraph 1, of this Conventi on shall receive copies of 
the peti ti ons from, and submit expressions of opinion and recommendati ons on these peti ti ons 
to, the bodies of the United Nati ons which deal with matt ers directly related to the principles and 
objecti ves of this Conventi on in their considerati on of peti ti ons from the inhabitants of Trust and 
Non-Self-Governing Territories and all other territories to which General Assembly resoluti on 1514 
(XV) applies, relati ng to matt ers covered by this Conventi on which are before these bodies;

(b) The Committ ee shall receive from the competent bodies of the United Nati ons copies of the reports 
concerning the legislati ve, judicial, administrati ve or other measures directly related to the princi-
ples and objecti ves of this Conventi on applied by the administering Powers within the Territories 
menti oned in subparagraph (a) of this paragraph, and shall express opinions and make recommen-
dati ons to these bodies.

3. The Committ ee shall include in its report to the General Assembly a summary of the peti ti ons and re-
ports it has received from United Nati ons bodies, and the expressions of opinion and recommendati ons 
of the Committ ee relati ng to the said peti ti ons and reports.

4. The Committ ee shall request from the Secretary-General of the United Nati ons all informati on relevant 
to the objecti ves of this Conventi on and available to him regarding the Territories menti oned in para-
graph 2 (a) of this arti cle.

Arti cle 16
The provisions of this Conventi on concerning the sett lement of disputes or complaints shall be applied without 
prejudice to other procedures for sett ling disputes or complaints in the fi eld of discriminati on laid down in the 
consti tuent instruments of, or conventi ons adopted by, the United Nati ons and its specialized agencies, and 
shall not prevent the States Parti es from having recourse to other procedures for sett ling a dispute in accord-
ance with general or special internati onal agreements in force between them.
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PART III

Arti cle 17
This Conventi on is open for signature by any State Member of the United Nati ons or member of any 1. 
of its specialized agencies, by any State Party to the Statute of the Internati onal Court of Justi ce, and 
by any other State which has been invited by the General Assembly of the United Nati ons to become a 
Party to this Conventi on.
This Conventi on is subject to rati fi cati on. Instruments of rati fi cati on shall be deposited with the Secre-2. 
tary-General of the United Nati ons.

Arti cle 18
This Conventi on shall be open to accession by any State referred to in arti cle 17, paragraph 1, of the 1. 
Conventi on.
Accession shall be eff ected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the Secretary-General of 2. 
the United Nati ons.

Arti cle 19
This Conventi on shall enter into force on the thirti eth day aft er the date of the deposit with the Secre-1. 
tary-General of the United Nati ons of the twenty-seventh instrument of rati fi cati on or instrument of 
accession.
For each State rati fying this Conventi on or acceding to it aft er the deposit of the twenty-seventh instru-2. 
ment of rati fi cati on or instrument of accession, the Conventi on shall enter into force on the thirti eth 
day aft er the date of the deposit of its own instrument of rati fi cati on or instrument of accession.

Arti cle 20
The Secretary-General of the United Nati ons shall receive and circulate to all States which are or may 1. 
become Parti es to this Conventi on reservati ons made by States at the ti me of rati fi cati on or accession. 
Any State which objects to the reservati on shall, within a period of ninety days from the date of the 
said communicati on, noti fy the Secretary-General that it does not accept it.
A reservati on incompati ble with the object and purpose of this Conventi on shall not be permitt ed, nor 2. 
shall a reservati on the eff ect of which would inhibit the operati on of any of the bodies established by 
this Conventi on be allowed. A reservati on shall be considered incompati ble or inhibiti ve if at least two 
thirds of the States Parti es to this Conventi on object to it.
Reservati ons may be withdrawn at any ti me by noti fi cati on to this eff ect addressed to the Secretary-3. 
General. Such noti fi cati on shall take eff ect on the date on which it is received.

Arti cle 21
A State Party may denounce this Conventi on by writt en noti fi cati on to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nati ons. Denunciati on shall take eff ect one year aft er the date of receipt of the noti fi cati on by the Secretary 
General.

Arti cle 22
Any dispute between two or more States Parti es with respect to the interpretati on or applicati on of this Con-
venti on, which is not sett led by negoti ati on or by the procedures expressly provided for in this Conventi on, 
shall, at the request of any of the parti es to the dispute, be referred to the Internati onal Court of Justi ce for 
decision, unless the disputants agree to another mode of sett lement.

Arti cle 23
A request for the revision of this Conventi on may be made at any ti me by any State Party by means of a 1. 
noti fi cati on in writi ng addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nati ons.
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The General Assembly of the United Nati ons shall decide upon the steps, if any, to be taken in respect 2. 
of such a request.

Arti cle 24
The Secretary-General of the United Nati ons shall inform all States referred to in arti cle 17, paragraph 1, of this 
Conventi on of the following parti culars:

(a) Signatures, rati fi cati ons and accessions under arti cles 17 and 18;
(b) The date of entry into force of this Conventi on under arti cle 19;
(c) Communicati ons and declarati ons received under arti cles 14, 20 and 23;
(d) Denunciati ons under arti cle 21.

Arti cle 25
This Conventi on, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authenti c, 1. 
shall be deposited in the archives of the United Nati ons.
The Secretary-General of the United Nati ons shall transmit certi fi ed copies of this Conventi on to all 2. 
States belonging to any of the categories menti oned in arti cle 17, paragraph 1, of the Conventi on.
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CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

PREAMBLE

The States Parti es to the present Conventi on,

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the Charter of the United Nati ons, recogni-
ti on of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the 
foundati on of freedom, justi ce and peace in the world,

Bearing in mind that the peoples of the United Nati ons have, in the Charter, reaffi  rmed their faith in funda-
mental human rights and in the dignity and worth of the human person, and have determined to promote 
social progress and bett er standards of life in larger freedom,

Recognizing that the United Nati ons has, in the Universal Declarati on of Human Rights and in the Internati onal 
Covenants on Human Rights, proclaimed and agreed that everyone is enti tled to all the rights and freedoms 
set forth therein, without disti ncti on of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, politi cal or other 
opinion, nati onal or social origin, property, birth or other status,

Recalling that, in the Universal Declarati on of Human Rights, the United Nati ons has proclaimed that childhood 
is enti tled to special care and assistance,

Convinced that the family, as the fundamental group of society and the natural environment for the growth 
and well-being of all its members and parti cularly children, should be aff orded the necessary protecti on and 
assistance so that it can fully assume its responsibiliti es within the community,

Recognizing that the child, for the full and harmonious development of his or her personality, should grow up 
in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding,

Considering that the child should be fully prepared to live an individual life in society, and brought up in the 
spirit of the ideals proclaimed in the Charter of the United Nati ons, and in parti cular in the spirit of peace, dig-
nity, tolerance, freedom, equality and solidarity,

Bearing in mind that the need to extend parti cular care to the child has been stated in the Geneva Declara-
ti on of the Rights of the Child of 1924 and in the Declarati on of the Rights of the Child adopted by the General 
Assembly on 20 November 1959 and recognized in the Universal Declarati on of Human Rights, in the Interna-
ti onal Covenant on Civil and Politi cal Rights (in parti cular in arti cles 23 and 24), in the Internati onal Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (in parti cular in arti cle 10) and in the statutes and relevant instruments 
of specialized agencies and internati onal organizati ons concerned with the welfare of children, ‘

Bearing in mind that, as indicated in the Declarati on of the Rights of the Child, “the child, by reason of his 
physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguards and care, including appropriate legal protecti on, 
before as well as aft er birth”,

Recalling the provisions of the Declarati on on Social and Legal Principles relati ng to the Protecti on and Wel-
fare of Children, with Special Reference to Foster Placement and Adopti on Nati onally and Internati onally; the 
United Nati ons Standard Minimum Rules for the Administrati on of Juvenile Justi ce (The Beijing Rules) ; and the 
Declarati on on the Protecti on of Women and Children in Emergency and Armed Confl ict,

Recognizing that, in all countries in the world, there are children living in excepti onally diffi  cult conditi ons, and 
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that such children need special considerati on,

Taking due account of the importance of the traditi ons and cultural values of each people for the protecti on 
and harmonious development of the child,

Recognizing the importance of internati onal co-operati on for improving the living conditi ons of children in 
every country, in parti cular in the developing countries,

Have agreed as follows: 

PART I

Arti cle 1
For the purposes of the present Conventi on, a child means every human being below the age of eighteen years 
unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is att ained earlier. 

Arti cle 2
States Parti es shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Conventi on to each child 1. 
within their jurisdicti on without discriminati on of any kind, irrespecti ve of the child’s or his or her par-
ent’s or legal guardian’s race, colour, sex, language, religion, politi cal or other opinion, nati onal, ethnic 
or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.
States Parti es shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that the child is protected against all forms 2. 
of discriminati on or punishment on the basis of the status, acti viti es, expressed opinions, or beliefs of 
the child’s parents, legal guardians, or family members. 

Arti cle 3
In all acti ons concerning children, whether undertaken by public or private social welfare insti tuti ons, 1. 
courts of law, administrati ve authoriti es or legislati ve bodies, the best interests of the child shall be a 
primary considerati on.
States Parti es undertake to ensure the child such protecti on and care as is necessary for his or her well-2. 
being, taking into account the rights and duti es of his or her parents, legal guardians, or other individu-
als legally responsible for him or her, and, to this end, shall take all appropriate legislati ve and adminis-
trati ve measures.
States Parti es shall ensure that the insti tuti ons, services and faciliti es responsible for the care or protec-3. 
ti on of children shall conform with the standards established by competent authoriti es, parti cularly in 
the areas of safety, health, in the number and suitability of their staff , as well as competent supervision. 

Arti cle 4
States Parti es shall undertake all appropriate legislati ve, administrati ve, and other measures for the implemen-
tati on of the rights recognized in the present Conventi on. With regard to economic, social and cultural rights, 
States Parti es shall undertake such measures to the maximum extent of their available resources and, where 
needed, within the framework of internati onal co-operati on. 

Arti cle 5
States Parti es shall respect the responsibiliti es, rights and duti es of parents or, where applicable, the members 
of the extended family or community as provided for by local custom, legal guardians or other persons legally 
responsible for the child, to provide, in a manner consistent with the evolving capaciti es of the child, appropri-
ate directi on and guidance in the exercise by the child of the rights recognized in the present Conventi on. 
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Arti cle 6
States Parti es recognize that every child has the inherent right to life.1. 
States Parti es shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and development of the child. 2. 

Arti cle 7
The child shall be registered immediately aft er birth and shall have the right from birth to a name, the 1. 
right to acquire a nati onality and. as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her 
parents.
States Parti es shall ensure the implementati on of these rights in accordance with their nati onal law and 2. 
their obligati ons under the relevant internati onal instruments in this fi eld, in parti cular where the child 
would otherwise be stateless. 

Arti cle 8
States Parti es undertake to respect the right of the child to preserve his or her identi ty, including na-1. 
ti onality, name and family relati ons as recognized by law without unlawful interference.
Where a child is illegally deprived of some or all of the elements of his or her identi ty, States Parti es 2. 
shall provide appropriate assistance and protecti on, with a view to re-establishing speedily his or her 
identi ty. 

Arti cle 9
States Parti es shall ensure that a child shall not be separated from his or her parents against their will, 1. 
except when competent authoriti es subject to judicial review determine, in accordance with applicable 
law and procedures, that such separati on is necessary for the best interests of the child. Such determi-
nati on may be necessary in a parti cular case such as one involving abuse or neglect of the child by the 
parents, or one where the parents are living separately and a decision must be made as to the child’s 
place of residence.
In any proceedings pursuant to paragraph 1 of the present arti cle, all interested parti es shall be given 2. 
an opportunity to parti cipate in the proceedings and make their views known.
States Parti es shall respect the right of the child who is separated from one or both parents to maintain 3. 
personal relati ons and direct contact with both parents on a regular basis, except if it is contrary to the 
child’s best interests.
Where such separati on results from any acti on initi ated by a State Party, such as the detenti on, impris-4. 
onment, exile, deportati on or death (including death arising from any cause while the person is in the 
custody of the State) of one or both parents or of the child, that State Party shall, upon request, provide 
the parents, the child or, if appropriate, another member of the family with the essenti al informati on 
concerning the whereabouts of the absent member(s) of the family unless the provision of the infor-
mati on would be detrimental to the well-being of the child. States Parti es shall further ensure that the 
submission of such a request shall of itself entail no adverse consequences for the person(s) concerned. 

Arti cle 10
In accordance with the obligati on of States Parti es under arti cle 9, paragraph 1, applicati ons by a child 1. 
or his or her parents to enter or leave a State Party for the purpose of family reunifi cati on shall be dealt 
with by States Parti es in a positi ve, humane and expediti ous manner. States Parti es shall further ensure 
that the submission of such a request shall entail no adverse consequences for the applicants and for 
the members of their family.
A child whose parents reside in diff erent States shall have the right to maintain on a regular basis, save 2. 
in excepti onal circumstances personal relati ons and direct contacts with both parents. Towards that 
end and in accordance with the obligati on of States Parti es under arti cle 9, paragraph 1, States Par-
ti es shall respect the right of the child and his or her parents to leave any country, including their own, 
and to enter their own country. The right to leave any country shall be subject only to such restricti ons 



Educator Guide on Race, Class, and Place Disparities in the Twin Cities126

as are prescribed by law and which are necessary to protect the nati onal security, public order (ordre 
public), public health or morals or the rights and freedoms of others and are consistent with the other 
rights recognized in the present Conventi on. 

Arti cle 11
States Parti es shall take measures to combat the illicit transfer and non-return of children abroad.1. 
To this end, States Parti es shall promote the conclusion of bilateral or multi lateral agreements or acces-2. 
sion to existi ng agreements. 

Arti cle 12
States Parti es shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to ex-1. 
press those views freely in all matt ers aff ecti ng the child, the views of the child being given due weight 
in accordance with the age and maturity of the child.
For this purpose, the child shall in parti cular be provided the opportunity to be heard in any judicial and 2. 
administrati ve proceedings aff ecti ng the child, either directly, or through a representati ve or an appro-
priate body, in a manner consistent with the procedural rules of nati onal law.

Arti cle 13
1. The child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive 

and impart informati on and ideas of all kinds, regardless of fronti ers, either orally, in writi ng or in print, 
in the form of art, or through any other media of the child’s choice.

2. The exercise of this right may be subject to certain restricti ons, but these shall only be such as are pro-
vided by law and are necessary:
(a) For respect of the rights or reputati ons of others; or
(b) For the protecti on of nati onal security or of public order (ordre public), or of public health or 

morals.  

Arti cle 14
States Parti es shall respect the right of the child to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.1. 
States Parti es shall respect the rights and duti es of the parents and, when applicable, legal guardians, 2. 
to provide directi on to the child in the exercise of his or her right in a manner consistent with the evolv-
ing capaciti es of the child.
Freedom to manifest one’s religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitati ons as are prescribed 3. 
by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health or morals, or the fundamental rights 
and freedoms of others.

Arti cle 15
States Parti es recognize the rights of the child to freedom of associati on and to freedom of peaceful 1. 
assembly.
No restricti ons may be placed on the exercise of these rights other than those imposed in conformity 2. 
with the law and which are necessary in a democrati c society in the interests of nati onal security or 
public safety, public order (ordre public), the protecti on of public health or morals or the protecti on of 
the rights and freedoms of others.

Arti cle 16
No child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or her privacy, family, home or 1. 
correspondence, nor to unlawful att acks on his or her honour and reputati on.
The child has the right to the protecti on of the law against such interference or att acks.2. 
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Arti cle 17
States Parti es recognize the important functi on performed by the mass media and shall ensure that the child 
has access to informati on and material from a diversity of nati onal and internati onal sources, especially those 
aimed at the promoti on of his or her social, spiritual and moral well-being and physical and mental health. To 
this end, States Parti es shall:

(a) Encourage the mass media to disseminate informati on and material of social and cultural benefi t to the 
child and in accordance with the spirit of arti cle 29;

(b) Encourage internati onal co-operati on in the producti on, exchange and disseminati on of such informa-
ti on and material from a diversity of cultural, nati onal and internati onal sources;

(c) Encourage the producti on and disseminati on of children’s books;
(d) Encourage the mass media to have parti cular regard to the linguisti c needs of the child who belongs to 

a minority group or who is indigenous;
(e) Encourage the development of appropriate guidelines for the protecti on of the child from informati on 

and material injurious to his or her well-being, bearing in mind the provisions of arti cles 13 and 18.

Arti cle 18
States Parti es shall use their best eff orts to ensure recogniti on of the principle that both parents have 1. 
common responsibiliti es for the upbringing and development of the child. Parents or, as the case may 
be, legal guardians, have the primary responsibility for the upbringing and development of the child. 
The best interests of the child will be their basic concern.
For the purpose of guaranteeing and promoti ng the rights set forth in the present Conventi on, States 2. 
Parti es shall render appropriate assistance to parents and legal guardians in the performance of their 
child-rearing responsibiliti es and shall ensure the development of insti tuti ons, faciliti es and services for 
the care of children.
States Parti es shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that children of working parents have the 3. 
right to benefi t from child-care services and faciliti es for which they are eligible.

Arti cle 19
States Parti es shall take all appropriate legislati ve, administrati ve, social and educati onal measures to 1. 
protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent 
treatment, maltreatment or exploitati on, including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal 
guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child.
Such protecti ve measures should, as appropriate, include eff ecti ve procedures for the establishment of 2. 
social programmes to provide necessary support for the child and for those who have the care of the 
child, as well as for other forms of preventi on and for identi fi cati on, reporti ng, referral, investi gati on, 
treatment and follow-up of instances of child maltreatment described heretofore, and, as appropriate, 
for judicial involvement.

Arti cle 20
A child temporarily or permanently deprived of his or her family environment, or in whose own best 1. 
interests cannot be allowed to remain in that environment, shall be enti tled to special protecti on and 
assistance provided by the State.
States Parti es shall in accordance with their nati onal laws ensure alternati ve care for such a child.2. 
Such care could include, inter alia, foster placement, kafalah of Islamic law, adopti on or if necessary 3. 
placement in suitable insti tuti ons for the care of children. When considering soluti ons, due regard shall 
be paid to the desirability of conti nuity in a child’s upbringing and to the child’s ethnic, religious, cul-
tural and linguisti c background.

Arti cle 21
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States Parti es that recognize and/or permit the system of adopti on shall ensure that the best interests of the 
child shall be the paramount considerati on and they shall:

(a) Ensure that the adopti on of a child is authorized only by competent authoriti es who determine, in 
accordance with applicable law and procedures and on the basis of all perti nent and reliable informa-
ti on, that the adopti on is permissible in view of the child’s status concerning parents, relati ves and legal 
guardians and that, if required, the persons concerned have given their informed consent to the adop-
ti on on the basis of such counselling as may be necessary;

(b) Recognize that inter-country adopti on may be considered as an alternati ve means of child’s care, if the 
child cannot be placed in a foster or an adopti ve family or cannot in any suitable manner be cared for in 
the child’s country of origin;

(c) Ensure that the child concerned by inter-country adopti on enjoys safeguards and standards equivalent 
to those existi ng in the case of nati onal adopti on;

(d) Take all appropriate measures to ensure that, in inter-country adopti on, the placement does not result 
in improper fi nancial gain for those involved in it;

(e) Promote, where appropriate, the objecti ves of the present arti cle by concluding bilateral or multi lateral 
arrangements or agreements, and endeavour, within this framework, to ensure that the placement of 
the child in another country is carried out by competent authoriti es or organs.

Arti cle 22
States Parti es shall take appropriate measures to ensure that a child who is seeking refugee status or 1. 
who is considered a refugee in accordance with applicable internati onal or domesti c law and proce-
dures shall, whether unaccompanied or accompanied by his or her parents or by any other person, 
receive appropriate protecti on and humanitarian assistance in the enjoyment of applicable rights set 
forth in the present Conventi on and in other internati onal human rights or humanitarian instruments to 
which the said States are Parti es.
For this purpose, States Parti es shall provide, as they consider appropriate, co-operati on in any eff orts 2. 
by the United Nati ons and other competent intergovernmental organizati ons or non-governmental 
organizati ons co-operati ng with the United Nati ons to protect and assist such a child and to trace the 
parents or other members of the family of any refugee child in order to obtain informati on necessary 
for reunifi cati on with his or her family. In cases where no parents or other members of the family can 
be found, the child shall be accorded the same protecti on as any other child permanently or temporar-
ily deprived of his or her family environment for any reason , as set forth in the present Conventi on.

Arti cle 23
States Parti es recognize that a mentally or physically disabled child should enjoy a full and decent life, 1. 
in conditi ons which ensure dignity, promote self-reliance and facilitate the child’s acti ve parti cipati on in 
the community.
States Parti es recognize the right of the disabled child to special care and shall encourage and ensure 2. 
the extension, subject to available resources, to the eligible child and those responsible for his or her 
care, of assistance for which applicati on is made and which is appropriate to the child’s conditi on and 
to the circumstances of the parents or others caring for the child.
Recognizing the special needs of a disabled child, assistance extended in accordance with paragraph 3. 
2 of the present arti cle shall be provided free of charge, whenever possible, taking into account the 
fi nancial resources of the parents or others caring for the child, and shall be designed to ensure that 
the disabled child has eff ecti ve access to and receives educati on, training, health care services, rehabili-
tati on services, preparati on for employment and recreati on opportuniti es in a manner conducive to the 
child’s achieving the fullest possible social integrati on and individual development, including his or her 
cultural and spiritual development
States Parti es shall promote, in the spirit of internati onal cooperati on, the exchange of appropriate 4. 
informati on in the fi eld of preventi ve health care and of medical, psychological and functi onal treat-
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ment of disabled children, including disseminati on of and access to informati on concerning methods 
of rehabilitati on, educati on and vocati onal services, with the aim of enabling States Parti es to improve 
their capabiliti es and skills and to widen their experience in these areas. In this regard, parti cular ac-
count shall be taken of the needs of developing countries.

Arti cle 24
1. States Parti es recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest att ainable standard of 

health and to faciliti es for the treatment of illness and rehabilitati on of health. States Parti es shall strive 
to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right of access to such health care services.

2. States Parti es shall pursue full implementati on of this right and, in parti cular, shall take appropriate 
measures:
(a) To diminish infant and child mortality;
(b) To ensure the provision of necessary medical assistance and health care to all children with empha-

sis on the development of primary health care;
(c) To combat disease and malnutriti on, including within the framework of primary health care, 

through, inter alia, the applicati on of readily available technology and through the provision of ad-
equate nutriti ous foods and clean drinking-water, taking into considerati on the dangers and risks of 
environmental polluti on;

(d) To ensure appropriate pre-natal and post-natal health care for mothers;
(e) To ensure that all segments of society, in parti cular parents and children, are informed, have access 

to educati on and are supported in the use of basic knowledge of child health and nutriti on, the ad-
vantages of breastf eeding, hygiene and environmental sanitati on and the preventi on of accidents;

(f) To develop preventi ve health care, guidance for parents and family planning educati on and services.
3. States Parti es shall take all eff ecti ve and appropriate measures with a view to abolishing traditi onal 

practi ces prejudicial to the health of children.
4. States Parti es undertake to promote and encourage internati onal co-operati on with a view to achieving 

progressively the full realizati on of the right recognized in the present arti cle. In this regard, parti cular 
account shall be taken of the needs of developing countries.

Arti cle 25
States Parti es recognize the right of a child who has been placed by the competent authoriti es for the purposes 
of care, protecti on or treatment of his or her physical or mental health, to a periodic review of the treatment 
provided to the child and all other circumstances relevant to his or her placement.

Arti cle 26
States Parti es shall recognize for every child the right to benefi t from social security, including social in-1. 
surance, and shall take the necessary measures to achieve the full realizati on of this right in accordance 
with their nati onal law.
The benefi ts should, where appropriate, be granted, taking into account the resources and the circum-2. 
stances of the child and persons having responsibility for the maintenance of the child, as well as any 
other considerati on relevant to an applicati on for benefi ts made by or on behalf of the child.

Arti cle 27
States Parti es recognize the right of every child to a standard of living adequate for the child’s physical, 1. 
mental, spiritual, moral and social development.
The parent(s) or others responsible for the child have the primary responsibility to secure, within their 2. 
abiliti es and fi nancial capaciti es, the conditi ons of living necessary for the child’s development.
States Parti es, in accordance with nati onal conditi ons and within their means, shall take appropriate 3. 
measures to assist parents and others responsible for the child to implement this right and shall in case 
of need provide material assistance and support programmes, parti cularly with regard to nutriti on, 
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clothing and housing.
States Parti es shall take all appropriate measures to secure the recovery of maintenance for the child 4. 
from the parents or other persons having fi nancial responsibility for the child, both within the State 
Party and from abroad. In parti cular, where the person having fi nancial responsibility for the child lives 
in a State diff erent from that of the child, States Parti es shall promote the accession to internati onal 
agreements or the conclusion of such agreements, as well as the making of other appropriate arrange-
ments.

Arti cle 28
1. States Parti es recognize the right of the child to educati on, and with a view to achieving this right pro-

gressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall, in parti cular:
(a) Make primary educati on compulsory and available free to all;
(b) Encourage the development of diff erent forms of secondary educati on, including general and voca-

ti onal educati on, make them available and accessible to every child, and take appropriate measures 
such as the introducti on of free educati on and off ering fi nancial assistance in case of need;

(c) Make higher educati on accessible to all on the basis of capacity by every appropriate means;
(d) Make educati onal and vocati onal informati on and guidance available and accessible to all children;
(e) Take measures to encourage regular att endance at schools and the reducti on of drop-out rates.

2. States Parti es shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that school discipline is administered in a 
manner consistent with the child’s human dignity and in conformity with the present Conventi on.

3. States Parti es shall promote and encourage internati onal cooperati on in matt ers relati ng to educati on, 
in parti cular with a view to contributi ng to the eliminati on of ignorance and illiteracy throughout the 
world and facilitati ng access to scienti fi c and technical knowledge and modern teaching methods. In 
this regard, parti cular account shall be taken of the needs of developing countries.

Arti cle 29
1. States Parti es agree that the educati on of the child shall be directed to:

(a) The development of the child’s personality, talents and mental and physical abiliti es to their fullest 
potenti al;

(b) The development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, and for the principles 
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nati ons;

(c) The development of respect for the child’s parents, his or her own cultural identi ty, language and 
values, for the nati onal values of the country in which the child is living, the country from which he 
or she may originate, and for civilizati ons diff erent from his or her own;

(d) The preparati on of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of understanding, 
peace, tolerance, equality of sexes, and friendship among all peoples, ethnic, nati onal and religious 
groups and persons of indigenous origin;

(e) The development of respect for the natural environment.
2. No part of the present arti cle or arti cle 28 shall be construed so as to interfere with the liberty of indi-

viduals and bodies to establish and direct educati onal insti tuti ons, subject always to the observance of 
the principle set forth in paragraph 1 of the present arti cle and to the requirements that the educati on 
given in such insti tuti ons shall conform to such minimum standards as may be laid down by the State.

Arti cle 30
In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguisti c minoriti es or persons of indigenous origin exist, a child 
belonging to such a minority or who is indigenous shall not be denied the right, in community with other 
members of his or her group, to enjoy his or her own culture, to profess and practi se his or her own religion, or 
to use his or her own language.
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Arti cle 31
States Parti es recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreati onal ac-1. 
ti viti es appropriate to the age of the child and to parti cipate freely in cultural life and the arts.
States Parti es shall respect and promote the right of the child to parti cipate fully in cultural and arti s-2. 
ti c life and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and equal opportuniti es for cultural, arti sti c, 
recreati onal and leisure acti vity.

Arti cle 32
States Parti es recognize the right of the child to be protected from economic exploitati on and from 1. 
performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child’s educati on, or to be 
harmful to the child’s health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development.
States Parti es shall take legislati ve, administrati ve, social and educati onal measures to ensure the im-2. 
plementati on of the present arti cle. To this end, and having regard to the relevant provisions of other 
internati onal instruments, States Parti es shall in parti cular:
(a) Provide for a minimum age or minimum ages for admission to employment;
(b) Provide for appropriate regulati on of the hours and conditi ons of employment;
(c) Provide for appropriate penalti es or other sancti ons to ensure the eff ecti ve enforcement of the 

present arti cle.

Arti cle 33
States Parti es shall take all appropriate measures, including legislati ve, administrati ve, social and educati onal 
measures, to protect children from the illicit use of narcoti c drugs and psychotropic substances as defi ned in 
the relevant internati onal treati es, and to prevent the use of children in the illicit producti on and traffi  cking of 
such substances.

Arti cle 34
States Parti es undertake to protect the child from all forms of sexual exploitati on and sexual abuse. For these 
purposes, States Parti es shall in parti cular take all appropriate nati onal, bilateral and multi lateral measures to 
prevent:

(a) The inducement or coercion of a child to engage in any unlawful sexual acti vity;
(b) The exploitati ve use of children in prosti tuti on or other unlawful sexual practi ces;
(c) The exploitati ve use of children in pornographic performances and materials.

Arti cle 35
States Parti es shall take all appropriate nati onal, bilateral and multi lateral measures to prevent the abducti on 
of, the sale of or traffi  c in children for any purpose or in any form.

Arti cle 36
States Parti es shall protect the child against all other forms of exploitati on prejudicial to any aspects of the 
child’s welfare.

Arti cle 37
States Parti es shall ensure that:

(a) No child shall be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 
Neither capital punishment nor life imprisonment without possibility of release shall be imposed for 
off ences committ ed by persons below eighteen years of age;

(b) No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily. The arrest, detenti on or impris-
onment of a child shall be in conformity with the law and shall be used only as a measure of last resort 
and for the shortest appropriate period of ti me;

(c) Every child deprived of liberty shall be treated with humanity and respect for the inherent dignity of 



Educator Guide on Race, Class, and Place Disparities in the Twin Cities132

the human person, and in a manner which takes into account the needs of persons of his or her age. 
In parti cular, every child deprived of liberty shall be separated from adults unless it is considered in 
the child’s best interest not to do so and shall have the right to maintain contact with his or her family 
through correspondence and visits, save in excepti onal circumstances;

(d) Every child deprived of his or her liberty shall have the right to prompt access to legal and other ap-
propriate assistance, as well as the right to challenge the legality of the deprivati on of his or her liberty 
before a court or other competent, independent and imparti al authority, and to a prompt decision on 
any such acti on.

Arti cle 38
States Parti es undertake to respect and to ensure respect for rules of internati onal humanitarian law 1. 
applicable to them in armed confl icts which are relevant to the child.
States Parti es shall take all feasible measures to ensure that persons who have not att ained the age of 2. 
fi ft een years do not take a direct part in hosti liti es.
States Parti es shall refrain from recruiti ng any person who has not att ained the age of fi ft een years into 3. 
their armed forces. In recruiti ng among those persons who have att ained the age of fi ft een years but 
who have not att ained the age of eighteen years, States Parti es shall endeavour to give priority to those 
who are oldest.
In accordance with their obligati ons under internati onal humanitarian law to protect the civilian popu-4. 
lati on in armed confl icts, States Parti es shall take all feasible measures to ensure protecti on and care of 
children who are aff ected by an armed confl ict.

Arti cle 39
States Parti es shall take all appropriate measures to promote physical and psychological recovery and social 
reintegrati on of a child victi m of: any form of neglect, exploitati on, or abuse; torture or any other form of cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; or armed confl icts. Such recovery and reintegrati on shall take 
place in an environment which fosters the health, self-respect and dignity of the child.

Arti cle 40
1. States Parti es recognize the right of every child alleged as, accused of, or recognized as having infringed 

the penal law to be treated in a manner consistent with the promoti on of the child’s sense of dignity 
and worth, which reinforces the child’s respect for the human rights and fundamental freedoms of oth-
ers and which takes into account the child’s age and the desirability of promoti ng the child’s reintegra-
ti on and the child’s assuming a constructi ve role in society.

2. To this end, and having regard to the relevant provisions of internati onal instruments, States Parti es 
shall, in parti cular, ensure that:
(a) No child shall be alleged as, be accused of, or recognized as having infringed the penal law by rea-

son of acts or omissions that were not prohibited by nati onal or internati onal law at the ti me they 
were committ ed;

(b) Every child alleged as or accused of having infringed the penal law has at least the following guaran-
tees:
(i) To be presumed innocent unti l proven guilty according to law;
(ii) To be informed promptly and directly of the charges against him or her, and, if appropriate, 

through his or her parents or legal guardians, and to have legal or other appropriate assistance 
in the preparati on and presentati on of his or her defence;

(iii) To have the matt er determined without delay by a competent, independent and imparti al 
authority or judicial body in a fair hearing according to law, in the presence of legal or other 
appropriate assistance and, unless it is considered not to be in the best interest of the child, in 
parti cular, taking into account his or her age or situati on, his or her parents or legal guardians;

(iv) Not to be compelled to give testi mony or to confess guilt; to examine or have examined ad-
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verse witnesses and to obtain the parti cipati on and examinati on of witnesses on his or her 
behalf under conditi ons of equality;

(v) If considered to have infringed the penal law, to have this decision and any measures imposed 
in consequence thereof reviewed by a higher competent, independent and imparti al authority 
or judicial body according to law;

(vi) To have the free assistance of an interpreter if the child cannot understand or speak the lan-
guage used;

(vii) To have his or her privacy fully respected at all stages of the proceedings.
3. States Parti es shall seek to promote the establishment of laws, procedures, authoriti es and insti tuti ons 

specifi cally applicable to children alleged as, accused of, or recognized as having infringed the penal 
law, and, in parti cular:
(a) The establishment of a minimum age below which children shall be presumed not to have the ca-

pacity to infringe the penal law;
(b) Whenever appropriate and desirable, measures for dealing with such children without resorti ng to 

judicial proceedings, providing that human rights and legal safeguards are fully respected.
4. A variety of dispositi ons, such as care, guidance and supervision orders; counselling; probati on; foster 

care; educati on and vocati onal training programmes and other alternati ves to insti tuti onal care shall be 
available to ensure that children are dealt with in a manner appropriate to their well-being and propor-
ti onate both to their circumstances and the off ence.

Arti cle 41
Nothing in the present Conventi on shall aff ect any provisions which are more conducive to the realizati on of 
the rights of the child and which may be contained in:

(a) The law of a State party; or
(b) Internati onal law in force for that State.

PART II

Arti cle 42
States Parti es undertake to make the principles and provisions of the Conventi on widely known, by appropriate 
and acti ve means, to adults and children alike.

Arti cle 43
For the purpose of examining the progress made by States Parti es in achieving the realizati on of the 1. 
obligati ons undertaken in the present Conventi on, there shall be established a Committ ee on the Rights 
of the Child, which shall carry out the functi ons hereinaft er provided.
The Committ ee shall consist of ten experts of high moral standing and recognized competence in the 2. 
fi eld covered by this Conventi on. The members of the Committ ee shall be elected by States Parti es 
from among their nati onals and shall serve in their personal capacity, considerati on being given to equi-
table geographical distributi on, as well as to the principal legal systems.
The members of the Committ ee shall be elected by secret ballot from a list of persons nominated by 3. 
States Parti es. Each State Party may nominate one person from among its own nati onals.
The initi al electi on to the Committ ee shall be held no later than six months aft er the date of the entry 4. 
into force of the present Conventi on and thereaft er every second year. At least four months before 
the date of each electi on, the Secretary-General of the United Nati ons shall address a lett er to States 
Parti es inviti ng them to submit their nominati ons within two months. The Secretary-General shall 
subsequently prepare a list in alphabeti cal order of all persons thus nominated, indicati ng States Parti es 
which have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parti es to the present Conventi on.
The electi ons shall be held at meeti ngs of States Parti es convened by the Secretary-General at United 5. 
Nati ons Headquarters. At those meeti ngs, for which two thirds of States Parti es shall consti tute a quo-
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rum, the persons elected to the Committ ee shall be those who obtain the largest number of votes and 
an absolute majority of the votes of the representati ves of States Parti es present and voti ng.
The members of the Committ ee shall be elected for a term of four years. They shall be eligible for re-6. 
electi on if renominated. The term of fi ve of the members elected at the fi rst electi on shall expire at the 
end of two years; immediately aft er the fi rst electi on, the names of these fi ve members shall be chosen 
by lot by the Chairman of the meeti ng.
If a member of the Committ ee dies or resigns or declares that for any other cause he or she can no 7. 
longer perform the duti es of the Committ ee, the State Party which nominated the member shall ap-
point another expert from among its nati onals to serve for the remainder of the term, subject to the 
approval of the Committ ee.
The Committ ee shall establish its own rules of procedure.8. 
The Committ ee shall elect its offi  cers for a period of two years.9. 
The meeti ngs of the Committ ee shall normally be held at United Nati ons Headquarters or at any other 10. 
convenient place as determined by the Committ ee. The Committ ee shall normally meet annually. The 
durati on of the meeti ngs of the Committ ee shall be determined, and reviewed, if necessary, by a meet-
ing of the States Parti es to the present Conventi on, subject to the approval of the General Assembly.
The Secretary-General of the United Nati ons shall provide the necessary staff  and faciliti es for the eff ec-11. 
ti ve performance of the functi ons of the Committ ee under the present Conventi on.
With the approval of the General Assembly, the members of the Committ ee established under the 12. 
present Conventi on shall receive emoluments from United Nati ons resources on such terms and condi-
ti ons as the Assembly may decide.

Arti cle 44
1. States Parti es undertake to submit to the Committ ee, through the Secretary-General of the United Na-

ti ons, reports on the measures they have adopted which give eff ect to the rights recognized herein and 
on the progress made on the enjoyment of those rights:
(a) Within two years of the entry into force of the Conventi on for the State Party concerned;
(b) Thereaft er every fi ve years.

2. Reports made under the present arti cle shall indicate factors and diffi  culti es, if any, aff ecti ng the de-
gree of fulfi lment of the obligati ons under the present Conventi on. Reports shall also contain suffi  cient 
informati on to provide the Committ ee with a comprehensive understanding of the implementati on of 
the Conventi on in the country concerned.

3. A State Party which has submitt ed a comprehensive initi al report to the Committ ee need not, in its 
subsequent reports submitt ed in accordance with paragraph 1 (b) of the present arti cle, repeat basic 
informati on previously provided.

4. The Committ ee may request from States Parti es further informati on relevant to the implementati on of 
the Conventi on.

5. The Committ ee shall submit to the General Assembly, through the Economic and Social Council, every 
two years, reports on its acti viti es.

6. States Parti es shall make their reports widely available to the public in their own countries.

Arti cle 45
In order to foster the eff ecti ve implementati on of the Conventi on and to encourage internati onal co-operati on 
in the fi eld covered by the Conventi on:

(a) The specialized agencies, the United Nati ons Children’s Fund, and other United Nati ons organs shall be 
enti tled to be represented at the considerati on of the implementati on of such provisions of the present 
Conventi on as fall within the scope of their mandate. The Committ ee may invite the specialized agen-
cies, the United Nati ons Children’s Fund and other competent bodies as it may consider appropriate 
to provide expert advice on the implementati on of the Conventi on in areas falling within the scope of 
their respecti ve mandates. The Committ ee may invite the specialized agencies, the United Nati ons Chil-
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dren’s Fund, and other United Nati ons organs to submit reports on the implementati on of the Conven-
ti on in areas falling within the scope of their acti viti es;

(b) The Committ ee shall transmit, as it may consider appropriate, to the specialized agencies, the United 
Nati ons Children’s Fund and other competent bodies, any reports from States Parti es that contain a 
request, or indicate a need, for technical advice or assistance, along with the Committ ee’s observati ons 
and suggesti ons, if any, on these requests or indicati ons;

(c) The Committ ee may recommend to the General Assembly to request the Secretary-General to under-
take on its behalf studies on specifi c issues relati ng to the rights of the child;

(d) The Committ ee may make suggesti ons and general recommendati ons based on informati on received 
pursuant to arti cles 44 and 45 of the present Conventi on. Such suggesti ons and general recommenda-
ti ons shall be transmitt ed to any State Party concerned and reported to the General Assembly, together 
with comments, if any, from States Parti es.

PART III

Arti cle 46
The present Conventi on shall be open for signature by all States.

Arti cle 47
The present Conventi on is subject to rati fi cati on. Instruments of rati fi cati on shall be deposited with the Secre-
tary-General of the United Nati ons.

Arti cle 48
The present Conventi on shall remain open for accession by any State. The instruments of accession shall be 
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nati ons.

Arti cle 49
The present Conventi on shall enter into force on the thirti eth day following the date of deposit with the 1. 
Secretary-General of the United Nati ons of the twenti eth instrument of rati fi cati on or accession.
For each State rati fying or acceding to the Conventi on aft er the deposit of the twenti eth instrument of 2. 
rati fi cati on or accession, the Conventi on shall enter into force on the thirti eth day aft er the deposit by 
such State of its instrument of rati fi cati on or accession.

Arti cle 50
Any State Party may propose an amendment and fi le it with the Secretary-General of the United Na-1. 
ti ons. The Secretary-General shall thereupon communicate the proposed amendment to States Parti es, 
with a request that they indicate whether they favour a conference of States Parti es for the purpose of 
considering and voti ng upon the proposals. In the event that, within four months from the date of such 
communicati on, at least one third of the States Parti es favour such a conference, the Secretary-General 
shall convene the conference under the auspices of the United Nati ons. Any amendment adopted by 
a majority of States Parti es present and voti ng at the conference shall be submitt ed to the General As-
sembly for approval.
An amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 1 of the present arti cle shall enter into force 2. 
when it has been approved by the General Assembly of the United Nati ons and accepted by a two-
thirds majority of States Parti es.
When an amendment enters into force, it shall be binding on those States Parti es which have accepted 3. 
it, other States Parti es sti ll being bound by the provisions of the present Conventi on and any earlier 
amendments which they have accepted.
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Arti cle 51
The Secretary-General of the United Nati ons shall receive and circulate to all States the text of reserva-1. 
ti ons made by States at the ti me of rati fi cati on or accession.
A reservati on incompati ble with the object and purpose of the present Conventi on shall not be permit-2. 
ted.
Reservati ons may be withdrawn at any ti me by noti fi cati on to that eff ect addressed to the Secretary-3. 
General of the United Nati ons, who shall then inform all States. Such noti fi cati on shall take eff ect on 
the date on which it is received by the Secretary-General

Arti cle 52
A State Party may denounce the present Conventi on by writt en noti fi cati on to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nati ons. Denunciati on becomes eff ecti ve one year aft er the date of receipt of the noti fi cati on by the 
Secretary-General.

Arti cle 53
The Secretary-General of the United Nati ons is designated as the depositary of the present Conventi on.

Arti cle 54
The original of the present Conventi on, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish 
texts are equally authenti c, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nati ons.

IN WITNESS THEREOF the undersigned plenipotenti aries, being duly authorized thereto by their respecti ve 
governments, have signed the present Conventi on.


